The Grapevine
The Newsletter of District 14 - Niagara
RTO/ERO has only two categories of

Winter 2013

Our President’s Message

Special Points of
Interest:

Thank

you for the opportunity to serve as President of
RTO/ERO District 14 - Niagara. I look forward to working
with our retired teachers and education workers, both locally and provincially. I will enjoy reconnecting with former
colleagues and meeting new ones. I take on this challenge,
knowing that there is an amazing team behind me. I welcome the support of the Table Officers and Executive.

 The “Aging at
Home” Conference
was a great success!
 Meandering With
Mike: “Bethlehem’s
Church of the
Nativity

Together we will strive to keep our members current on important is-

 Were you at this
year’s AGM?
 A Fundraising Event
for CACN

sues such as our pension fund and health benefits. RTO/ERO, however,
offers so much more. Political advocacy, communication, goodwill, and
social events are among the many activities available to all members. The
level of your involvement is entirely up to you.

RTO/ERO, both
We’re on the Web!
www.rtoero-district14.org

provincially and locally, gives teachers and workers the
chance to continue making a difference. Learn more about our Project
Service to Others and our yearly donation to Doctors Without Borders.
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but not least, we also want to take better care of ourselves and
other seniors. RTO/ERO has established a charitable foundation with the
goal of improving seniors’ health care. The funds raised will be used to
establish and maintain a Chair of Geriatric Medicine at the University of
Toronto. This research will benefit us and future generations.

I look forward to seeing more of our 3,100 District 14 - Niagara members at our events, and if you have suggestions for activities that you
would like to add, we are open to suggestions.

Best Wishes for a healthy, happy New Year!!
Marilyn Malton

www.rtoero-district14.org
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RTO/ERO District 14
Niagara Peninsula
District Executive

Area Representatives
Fort Erie, Ridgeway, Stevensville, Crystal Beach, Sherkston
Bill Szollosy

Marilyn Malton

President

905-354-1831

Bill Doyle

Past President

289-668-2721

Bonnie Bryan

1st Vice President

905-562-7773

Joe McDonald

2nd Vice President

905-732-4073

Secretary
Kathy Smith

Treasurer

289-820-7615

John Carruthers

Archives

905-356-9620

Chereen Osborne

Communications

905-646-2640

905-991-9779

Niagara Falls
Bill Houston

905-356-6524

Niagara-on-the-Lake, Virgil, Queenston, St. David’s
Dorothy Lees

905-468-7575

Welland, Port Robinson
Mary Ann Stocco

905-835-5709

Jo-Anne Fabris

905-732-1509

Port Colborne
Norma Sieber

905-835-8340

Jan Taylor

905-834-9577

St. Catharines
Charleen Avedesian

905-934-2704

Kathy Main

905-688-0702

Mary Hesser

Events

905-871-4353

Margot Fraser

Good Will

905-892-2408

Joe Santone

Health Services

905-732-2298

Pat Davis

Membership

905-835-8056

Wainfleet, Wellandport, Lowbanks, St. Ann’s, Smithville,

Marion Woodcock Pension Concerns

905-562-7935

Caistor Center

Chereen Osborne

Political Advocacy

905-646-2640

Carol Parker

Public Relations

905-714-9435

Bonnie Bryan

Grapevine Editor

905-562-7773

John Carruthers

Webmaster

905-356-9620

Robert Halfyard

Data Base

905-935-2197

Thorold
Jane Michaud

Lois Tobias

905-227-1961

905-774-6604

Grimsby, Beamsville, Lincoln, Jordan Station,
Jordan/Vineland Station, Vineland
Phyllis Dowd
Mary Jane Tanner

905-563-3242
905-562-7667

Fonthill, Fenwick, Ridgeville, North Pelham
Margot Smith

905-892-1891

RTO/ERO

1-800-361-9888

Johnson’s Insurance

1-877-406-9007

NOTE: Additional Reps are needed for Niagara Falls, Niagara-on-theLake, and St. Catharines. If you are interested, please call

Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan

1-800-668-0105

Margot Fraser at 905-892-2408.

Seniors’ Safety Line

1-866-299-1011

RTO/ERO DISTRICT 14 NEEDS YOU!
We are always in need of interested volunteers to fill Executive positions
and Committees.
We currently have an opening for the position of Secretary.
If you would like to put your name forward for this position (training & support
will be provided) please call President Marilyn Malton
(or any Executive member) for more information.
We would also like to offer opportunities for interested members to mentor
with Executive Members in skill positions (like Secretary,Treasurer, Database
Manager, etc.) to prepare for future openings.
Again, please contact an Executive Member if you are interested.

www.rtoero-district14.org
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SAD NEWS
In the last few months, we have lost two prominent former
members of our Executive:
James “Jim” Smith passed away on July
30, 2012 in his 91st year. Born in Stamford,
Ontario on May 10, 1922 he is survived by
his beloved wife of 63 years, Florence, three
daughters, one son, and many grand and
great-grand children.
Jim was a retired area superintendent with the former Lincoln County Board of Eduction. He was a graduate of Stamford C.V.I. in Niagara Falls, Ontario and also McMaster University. While at McMaster he served in the Royal Canadian
Navy from 1943 to 1945. Jim began his teaching career at
Delhi D.H.S., moving to Thorold High School and then on to
Merritton High School as Vice Principal and Principal. Jim
was the first Principal at Laura Secord Secondary School.
After his retirement, Jim remained very active in his
churches and in local service clubs. His interest in Drama
and Music led him to participate in high school and university
productions in Hamilton and Toronto and later the Thorold
Little Theatre Guild and Grantham Music Hall in St. Catharines. He was also a member of the St. Catharines Curling
Club, the St. Catharines Hunt Club, and was a charter member of the Jim Smith Society. Jim was an active member of
RTO/ERO District 14 serving on the Executive in a number
of positions including District President in 1982-83. A celebration of his life was held at First Grantham Church, St.
Catharines, in September.
John Gilbert Shaw passed away on November 26, 2012 after a short battle with cancer.
He is survived by his devoted wife of 63 years,
Marie, by his brother, and by two daughters,
one son, and many grand and great-grand children.
John was born in Stratford in the September 22, 1922. Here
he met and married Marie in 1949. John worked for the CN
Railway from 1940 to 1957 as a machinist. During the war
from 1942 to 1945 he served in the RCNVR as an Engine
Room Artificer Apprentice and was honourably discharged
as a 1st Class Stoker. In 1957, he graduated from the University of Toronto's Ontario College of Education and began
his teaching career at the St. Catharines Collegiate and Vocational Institute where he taught machine shop and welding
until 1972. He then taught at Beamsville District High School
until he retired in 1984. He took an officer training course
during his time at CCVI graduating as a 2nd Lieutenant and
eventually attaining the rank of Major with the Cadet Service
of Canada as Chief Instructor and Commanding Officer of
the #68 Cadet Corps. In 1964, John and his family moved to
Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania for two years where John taught at
the Institute of Technology. Along with his training and

www.rtoero-district14.org

IN MEMORIAM
It is with sadness that we share with you the passing of the following members.
Eleanor Campbell
Bertha Driediger
Alan Dunn
Denis Etienne
Henry Goerzen
Esther Golia
Frances Herbert
Elizabeth Hiemstra
Stuart Jeffries
Harley Johnson
Robert Layton
William Makowski
Doris Mark
Joseph Meehan
Jean Neufeld
Virginia O’Donnell
Donald Prentice
Gladys Richardson
Claude Sauder
John Shaw
Elva Smith
Margaret Tallman
Mary Vangeloff
May they live forever in our memories.

teaching duties, John volunteered at health clinics in the
countryside, and travelled with his family throughout East
Africa, the Middle East and Europe before returning to Canada in 1966.
Since his retirement, John was active in his church, the Masonic Lodge, the Niagara Military Institute, the Royal Canadian Legion, and the Probus Club. He served on the RTO/
ERO District 14 Executive for many years. Until just last
year, he co-chaired our Membership and Recruitment Committee. A memorial service was held at Tallman’s Vineland
Chapel on December 1st for family and friends.

We will miss both of these outstanding members.
THE DISTRICT 14 GRAPEVINE - WINTER 2013
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THE RTO/ERO CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

2012 DISTRICT 14 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

For the last two years, RTO/ERO has
been promoting a fundraising campaign to establish, maintain and support an Endowed Chair in Geriatric
Medicine at the University of Toronto. The University of Toronto
Department of Medicine houses the
largest geriatric medicine specialty training program in
Canada. Furthermore, the RTO/ERO Chair will have a
national and international impact by generating money
to support innovative models of geriatric care and education. The idea for this campaign came from one of
our own District 14 members, Fred Sullivan.

Earlier this year, the Grapevine advertised for applicants
for our RTO/ERO’s annual Scholarship Programme for
students entering studies in Education. We are pleased
to announce that three students from our District have
been awarded a $1000 scholarship. They are: Sarah
McKean sponsored by our member Valerie Green; Rochelle Tkach, sponsored by our member Theresa Windhager; and Shealyn Visser, sponsored by our member
John Sernasie. Congratulations to these three outstanding students. We wish them much success in their
studies!

This is a “grass-roots” fundraising campaign which is dependent on voluntary donations from you, our members. No membership fees have been directed to the
Foundation. We ask you to please consider making a
tax deductible contribution to this
important cause. For information
on how to do this you can visit the
RTO/ERO Charitable Foundation
website (foundation@rto-ero.org)
or find your most recent issue of
Renaissance.
When cleaning out your closets over the next couple of
months, please think about the

CHILD ADVOCACY CENTRE NIAGARA
for

“OUR JUNK - YOUR TREASURE” SALE
A group of friends are planning a Spring sale
as a fundraiser to support the
Child Advocacy Centre Niagara,
tentatively scheduled for a Friday
afternoon and evening in May at Club Capri, Thorold
(details to be announced in the New Year)
We would appreciate it if you would save the following items that
are of GOOD QUALITY to donate to the sale:

Clothes

Costume Jewellery

Scarves

Purses

Shoes

Small household decorating items
APPROPRIATE ITEMS FOR GOOD WILL OR THE SALVATION
ARMY SHOULD STILL BE DIRECTED TO THESE CHARITIES

If you have any questions, please contact Maya Pickering (905-6885011), Sue McEwen (905-354-9960), or
Marlene DeRose (905-682-5462)

PROJECT SERVICE TO OTHERS
APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED
Do you volunteer for an organization that needs
funding for a special project? Please consider making
an application to District 14 for an RTO/ERO “Project
Service to Others” grant. Each year, we sponsor a project that supports local, national and international programs that often involve children, seniors and/or disadvantaged groups, to a maximum of $4,000 per project.
In recent years we have given funds: to train teachers in
Afghanistan; to build a “Teen Room” at Gillian’s Place;
to help the opening of the Child Advocacy Centre Niagara; to support a Red Roof Retreat Saturday Day
Programme for children and young adults with special
needs; to support NOVA House in Niagara Falls; and to
fund a self-esteem programme for elementary students
delivered through the teaching of steel drums.
If you are involved in a project like one of these, or
know of a worthwhile local group that needs funding,
we encourage you to submit an application to District
14 for consideration. We want to help you! Application Forms for approval for 2013 and a list of previously approved projects (which are a good resource for
ideas) can be found on the RTO/ERO Website –
www.ero-rto.org/project-service-others. We require your completed application to be submitted to
our District 14 President no later than February 1,
2013. For more information call our current President
Marilyn Malton at 905-354-1831

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THIS INITIATIVE!

www.rtoero-district14.org
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2012
On November 6, District 14 over a hundred and twenty members came together at
Coppola’s Banquet Hall for our Annual General Meeting. As well as celebrating our accomplishments over the last year, a new Executive was elected to guide us in 2013. Marilyn Malton was acclaimed as our new President, and will be supported by Bill Doyle as Past President, Bonnie Bryan as 1st Vice President, Joe McDonald as 2nd Vice President, and Kathy
Smith as Treasurer. The position of Secretary is still open. The 2013 Committee Chairs
who also serve on the Executive were introduced to the group. They are: John Carruthers, Archives; Chereen Osborne, Communications; Mary Hesser, Events; Margot Fraser, Goodwill; Joe Santone,
Health Services; Pat Davis, Membership; Marion Woodcock, Pension & Retirement
Concerns; Chereen Osborne, Political Advocacy; and Carol Parker, Public Relations.
The Executive also announced the continuing appointments of: Bonnie Bryan as Grapevine Editor; Robert Halfyard as Database Manager; and John Carruthers as Website
Manager.
Another joyous event held each year is the welcoming of our new members in the District 14 “Eighty Plus” Club.
Of all of those who reached this milestone this year, the following members were in attendance and enjoyed our
hospitality: Leila Bennett, Marion Deterling, Colin Duqueman, Bill Fischer, Robert
Gowans, Anita Halaiko, Liliane Hedemann, Diane Hnatykiw, Carol House, Shirley
Lazareth, Don Lefebvre, Margaret Lysick, Josephine MacDonald, Walda McDougall,
Gordon McKindsey, Joe Mergyl, Raymond Neild, Margaret Newby, Joseph Pohorly,
Barbara Ransom, Lois Tobias, Helen Trainer, Lucille Vogel, Marion Walsh, and Max
Woerlen.
Following a delicious lunch, the gathering was entertained by Sing Niagara, an award-winning all-women a capella
chorus. A great time was had by all!

“AGING AT HOME” CONFERENCE
Over 60 RTO/ERO District 14 members participated in the “Aging at Home”
Conference held October 16 at the Parkway Holiday Inn in St. Catharines.
Donna Cripps, CEO of the Hamilton-Niagara-Haldimand-Brant (HNHB) Local Health Intergration Network opened the Conference with a broad explanation as to why it is important to provide the support programs seniors
need to help them to stay in their homes for a longer period of time, and to address the problem of seniors being readmitted to hospitals because they do not have the help and care they
need at home. The LHIN is investing over $15 million dollars into these programs.
After this introduction, the remainder of the day focused on these programs, delivered in small group carousel presentations to all the participants allowing for in depth questions and discussions. The programs were: The Role of
the Community Care Access Centre; Home Care; Long Term Care; Safety in the Home; Community Health Centres; and Type II Diabetes.
In upcoming editions of the Grapevine, we will focus on each of these topics sharing with you as much of the vital
information provided that day to participants as possible. On behalf of all of our members we would like to thank
the Political Advocacy Committee for their outstanding work bringing us this important Conference.

www.rtoero-district14.org
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HEALTH & BENEFITS

PLEASE NOTE!

Members of the RTO/ERO Health Plan received information in November about new Health Plan Enhancements,
and premium changes, as well as copies of “Going Places”
and “Group Benefits Update”.

In the Religious Holidays and
Festivals 2013 section of the
Pocket Planner,
It should state:

In December the first premium deduction for 2013 will
occur reflecting announced increases. In February, you
will receive a Statement of Benefits you received in 2012
for Income Tax purposes. Also, each member will get
copies of all Health Matter Issues in 2013.

Good Friday:
March 29th, 2013

During 2013, the Insurance Plans Booklet
will be revised and updated in preparation
for publication and mailing in 2014.

Easter Sunday:
March 31st, 2013

Joe Santone

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS!
Ernest Atalick
Garry Blain
Marcia Anne Bradley
Louise Bradt
Ann-Marie Bubna
Elaine Burger
Catherine Carmichael
Kathryn Chelli
Irene Cherrington
Kathleen Clark
Yvonne Cleaver
Monique Cossette
Adriana Cottrill
Pamela Coulthurst
Vincent Cristelli
Noreen Dillon
Gloria Dyck
Erwin Ebert
Maureen Etienne
Nicole Ferland
Constance Garrod
Nick Golia
Michael Greggio

Jerry Hiemstra
Jacqueline Hubbard
Judy Johnson
Cheryl Kramer
Janet Kranz
Martin Leger
William Loughlin
Virginia MacLean
Carl Madsen
Diane Martin
Thomas McArthur
Nancy McDougall
Peter Mocha
Mary Monette
Patrick O’Neill
Sandra Phillips
Jeanette Reid
Marjorie Sauder
Florence Smith
Rosalie Stechyshyn
David Stewart
Mary Leone Strilec
Patricia Wallington

We hope you will come out and enjoy the full benefits and camaraderie of being a member of RTO/ERO District 14 Niagara!

Over 900 Email Grapevines!
Now, more than ever, it is imperative that we have your correct email address. Over 900 copies of the Grapevine are received by
email link. If we do not have your correct email you will be missing out. Send all changes or corrections to
chereen@cogeco.ca.

www.rtoero-district14.org
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Meandering With Mike: Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity
by Mike Keenan
I travel on roads flanked by tall, concrete walls, topped with barbed wire. Military checkpoints are manned by
soldiers equipped with large guns. Somewhere between Jerusalem and Bethlehem, my Israeli driver, Nathan,
abruptly pulls his van over. I jump out and switch to an old car driven by Ali, his waiting Palestinian friend. It’s
like a John le Carré novel – “Checkpoint Charlie” between cold war East and West Berlin. We speed towards
Bethlehem in Palestine’s central West Bank with a population of 50,000, including many thousands of refugees,
their economy primarily tourist-driven. “We used to come and go freely, but now with the peace, we can go
only half way,” Nathan had said. Some peace, I think.
In Ali’s dilapidated Chev, I notice a strange array of icons attached to his dashboard – a religious
card depicting the Virgin Mary and child, a two-dollar American bill (most Americans think these
unlucky) and the Jerusalem cross, also known as the Crusaders' cross, a large Greek cross surrounded by four smaller Greek crosses, one in each quadrant that was on the papal banner presented to the crusaders by Pope Urban II for the First Crusade. The four smaller crosses symbolize either the four books of
the gospel or the four directions in which the word of Christ spread from Jerusalem.
We meander into a steep valley flanked by numerous tourist shops. We stop and now Adel jumps in to
serve as my guide, which is fine because Ali doesn’t speak English. We pass a mosque and arrive at
Manger Square, a large paved courtyard in front of the celebrated church, where crowds gather each
Christmas Eve to sing carols prior to the midnight services. We make our way down a long walkway to
the unpretentious Church of the Nativity, stooping through a minute entrance, appropriately named the
Door of Humility.
The dimly-lit church is packed with pilgrims and tourists. Because I have scant time, with an enormous queue
lined up to visit the cave below where Christ was born, resourceful Adel positions me at the exit. As people
emerge, he suggests I make my way in backwards. Adel has earned a good tip. The church
is in rough shape after earthquakes, looting, Israeli-Palestinian skirmishes and inadequate
funds for restoration. The cradle of baby Jesus in the grotto (cave) that is called the Holy
Crypt is long gone, much safer now resting in Rome’s Vatican. I content myself also with viewing a replica14pointed silver star (the original stolen) labelled, “Here Jesus Christ was born of a virgin.” Mosaics that date
from the 12 century are painted on the walls, one depicting ‘doubting’ Thomas, but they are faded, extremely
dirty and almost impossible to decipher. Some of the remaining original marble mosaic flooring is viewed
from upturned wooden floorboards above. Wooden rafters in the ceiling look likely to soon collapse. This
supposed holy place looks scruffy, a muddle of disarray.
Nevertheless, pilgrims swarm about, captivated by the large gilded icons, which they kiss and a
complex array of hanging lamps distributed seemingly randomly throughout. King Edward IV
of England donated lead to cover the roof, later melted down for ammunition by the Ottoman Turks. Five aisles of dingy Corinthian columns and an apse in the eastern end along with
the sanctuary make this the oldest continuously operating Christian church (actually a basilica)
in the world. Commissioned in 327 AD by Constantine and his mother, Helena, three
churches now are grouped uneasily inside: Armenian,
Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholic. In 1881, the
Catholics added the Church of St. Catherine, adjacent to
the Church of the Nativity, and in contrast, it’s bright,
well preserved and empty. Here, I discover the Cloister
of St. Jerome, who translated the bible from Aramaic to Latin, his large sculpture clutching
a skull, the symbol of mortality.
Leaving the church, Adel whisks me from the bulging crowds to a preferred tourist shop where I am warmly greeted as a long
lost friend and quickly served tea. There are innumerable olive wood carvings, religious icons and myriad jewelry, but I leave
empty handed.
ke Keenan can be reached at his website: www.whattravelwriterssay.com; visit the Niagara Blog at http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com/wtwsblog2.html
for more suggestions and Mike's St. Catharines Standard humour column at:
http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com/indexseniorhumour.html

www.rtoero-district14.org
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Going Places and Doing Things
2013
DISTRICT 14

Stage West
Theatre

March 27, “Fiddler on the Roof” & Buffet
Lunch
Transportation Details in Spring Grapevine

$80

Blue Jays
Vs
NY Yankees

April 20
Meet the New Team!
Transportation Details in Spring Grapevine

$85

RTO/ERO District May 9, 2013, 12 p.m.
14
Legends Golf Course, Chippewa
Spring Luncheon Watch for full details, and the Registration
Form in the Spring Grapevine
Shaw Festival

Cambridge
Theatre

“Guys and Dolls” &
“Lady Windemere’s Fan”
Dates and details will be available mid-January
& in the Spring Grapevine
October 2, “Lend Me a Tenor”
Laughs Guaranteed!
Transportation Details in Spring Grapevine

$25

t.b.a.

$75

Watch the RTO/ERO District 14 Website and the Spring Grapevine for more
information on our 2013 Programme
N.B. For all information, except where indicated, please contact Mary Hesser,
673 Niagara Boulevard, Fort Erie, L2A 3H9, Phone: (905) 871-4353

PLEASE NOTE
All participants in District 14 Organized Trips MUST sign a Liability Waiver prior to the beginning of the activity. These forms can be
found on our District 14 Website, and will also be available at the activity. You should include one when you mail your payment to
Mary Hesser, or bring it to the activity and hand it in before departure. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

The deadline for submitting material for the Spring Grapevine is February 1, 2013.

Editor’s Note:

The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official position of RTO/ERO Dis-

trict 14 Niagara. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Grapevine Editor, Bonnie Bryan, at 905-562-7773 or the Chair of the
Communications Committee, Chereen Osborne, at 905-646-2640.

www.rtoero-district14.org
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