3 ., Grapevine -~ b{

/| RTOIERO District 14 - J )

Winter 2009

Fall Senate

This yeardés Fall Senate was opened with 126 Vv
was composed of Grade 5 & 6 students who sang a variety of Remembrance Day songs and

novelty pieces. Senate was opened by Town Criers. A cabaret singer, performed after the

banquet. The Honourable David Onley, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario was the guest speaker.

A representative from Lions Foundation of Canada presented their Guide Dog Program.

Special points of
interest:

1 Important Health
Information The elections of Executive officers were integrated into the business in the agenda. Brian Kenny
will continue as President with Margaret Couture, 1% Vice President; Joanne Murphy, 2" Vice

T Project Service to President and new executive members, Doug Carter and Sue Stephenson.

Others
Our representatives at Senate were: Wayne Scott, Joe MacDonald, Kathy Smith and Anne Dean.

{I District Membership  Branch 14 presented a motion that would expand the schol-
Issues arships to include students entering the medical profession,
especially those studying geriatrics. It was referred to com-
mittee for a report at the next Senate. The Health Plan was
discussed, as they continue to look at added benefits and
q Fall Senate the cost effectiveness of our plan. A more thorough report
can be found on the RTO/ERO Provincial Web Site.

1 Planned Events for
the next year

1 Your New Executive

Project Service to Others

Project Service to Others is an RTO/ERO program that provides grants to Districts to award ini-
We 8 t h w
WWW.RTOTEI;)C; ?DISC"I'ISICT14.C;ERG ftiatives that s uPpemV it c & htebhei@éemtustopshdv.bdw retired teachers
actively support programs that provide assistance to both local and international projects. This
year 6s Di str i tleartth MearpAfricg. ect was

In this issue: Goals of Project Service to Others include:

1 Providing financial assistance to education-related and other community projects
Project Service to Others 1 1 Facilitating member participation in education and/or community projects

1 Promotion of District participation in local and overseas educational/community projects
President 6s 2Mess § Raising the profile of retired teachers and of RTO/ERO

1 Demonstrating to the general public that retired teachers continue to serve after retirement
Health Matters 3 1 Demonstrating to potential RTO/ERO members that our organization is a dynamic organiza-

tion to which they should consider belonging to when they retire from teaching.

Pension and Retirement 4 You can download the form from the RTO/ERO website. Submit completed forms to Joe
Issues McDonald, 563 Leonard Ave., Welland, ON, L3C 3A9 by February 1st. Your application will be
Going Places 8 reviewed by an Executive Committee and one will be selected for submission to

Toronto for approval.




RTO/ERO District 14

Area Representatives

Fort Erie, Ridgeway, Stevensville, Crystal Beach, Sherkston
( Niagara Peninsula Judy Lau871-3347
L Niagara Falls
District Contacts Diane Bradley = 3545464
Bill Houston 3566524
Wayne Scott President 9053585312 Niagara-on-the-L ake. Virgil. Queens{on,
Joe Santone Past President 9058928105 Berry Steele 4683526
) . Dorothy Lees 4687575
Joe McDonald 1st Vice President 905732-4073 .
Wellland, Port Robinson
Anne Dean 2nd Vice President 9056857826 Daisy Abraham 7351781
] Diane Sauder 7882951
Bonnie Bryan Secretary 9055627773 Mary Ann Stocco 8355709
Kathy Smith Treasurer 905-894-3597 Port Colbome
Ellen Mcintee 835-0469
Gordon Rowatt Archives 9059358934 Norma Sieber 8358340
Chereen Osborne Communications  905-646-2640 St. Catharines.
Doris Olesky 9355670
Mary Hesser Events 905871-4353 Kathy Main 6880702
. Thorold
Luba Beange Good Will 905-262-4685 ) ore
) Jane Michaud 2271961
Mary Pos Health Services 905937-7539 Wainfleet. Wellandport. Lowbahks
Fred Sullivan Membership 9057357746 Caistor Center
John Shaw Membership 905685-8779 Lois Tobias 7746604
Ellen Mclntee Pension Concerns 9058920469 Grimsby, Beamsville, Lincoln, Jordan Station,
Jordan/Vineland Station, Vineland
Bill Doyle Political Action 905 8948004 Phyllis Dowd 5633242
Michael Britto Grapevine Editor 9053742872 Mary Jane Tanner 5627767
John Carruthers  Webmaster 9053569620 Fonthill, Fenwick, Ridgeville, North Pelham
Ralph Hogue 892-6688
Robert Halfyard  Data Base 9059352197 Margot Smith 892.1891
Presidentds Message
this a wonder ful ti me of the year! | am sur e t haad y O
baking all those wonderful holiday treats. 't i s| ti

to visit friends and family. Maybe you are getting ready to travel. Whatever you are planning, take time to
reflect on the meaning of the holiday and blessings that it bestows on us all.

We have had a great year. The Events Committee has given us some wonderful memories with trips, show
productions and luncheons. | know that they are working hard to making 2009 an even better year of activi-
ties. Please plan to take advantage of their offerings this coming year and join old friends and meet new
ones at one of our outings.

We sure are happy that the Political Action Committee has served us well this year, with an election to gear up for and the
LHIN and hospital restructuring issues. This will be an ongoing issue for a few years to come and we sure thank the dedicated
committee for keeping us up to date with the issues and helping find some reasonable answers.

| wish to thank all of our committees for their hard work and hope that they will continue their efforts to bring the services that
they deserve, to our members . There are new ideas being explored but we need help in bringing these ideas to action. If
you would like to help District 14 to continue to provide an excellent level of service, please contact the chair of the particular
committee you would be interested in joining or one of the Executive. Many hands make light work, as the old Chinese saying
goes.

Please continue to reach out to retirees who have not joined RTO/ERO, asking them to consider all that we have to offer.

Have a happy, healthy and prosperous 2009. Wayne Scott




Communications Committee In February 2008 members received a revised copy of the

. . Health Plan Booklet
Hopefully you have all noticed the changes in the newsletter

and approve. Michael Britto and Wayne Scott have done a As winter travel time approaches, Snowbirds should ensure
wonderful job of creating a new and professional look to the that they have proper Travel Insurance if they plan to travel Out
Grapevine. Copies of the Grapevine are available in full colour  of Province/Country longer than 62days. A new 5 day top-up is
on the Website, kept up-to-date by our webmaster, John available through the supplemental Travel Plan. Proof of the
Carruthers. departure date is necessary in case a claim is to be made.

| wish to express my gratitude for the work that Judy Crompton
has done for us over the past few years, keeping our member-
ship data banks. | wish her good luck on future endeavors as
she retires to pursue personal ambitions.

We need several people with computer skills to complete some Health Services Supplemental

tasks for us. You can do the work at home and in your own . _

time. None of the jobs is very big but added up it is to too much AS a representative of Mary Pos, the chair of the Health Com-
work for one person. Many hands make light work. We can get mittee, | attended the Health Workshop in Toronto in June. |

Submitted by Mary Pos, Chair, Health Services Committee

done with a few more hands. Contact me at 905 6462640. would like to mention the points | gathered from that workshop.
The Grapevine is YOUR newsletter. We need stories about our A new booklet outlining the RTO/ERO health plans was issued
members. If you volunteer, travel, have hobbies or interests this year. It will be in use for the next 2/3 years. PLEASE DE-

that you would like to share with other retired teachers we are
looking for submissions. Perhaps you know of someone who
should be lauded for their community service or is a great role
model for other retirees. Drop us a line and we will send out a
bouquet in the newsletter.

STROY any old copies in order to avoid confusion. The booklet
is also on the RTO/ERO website.

There is a booklet within the booklet that should be taken with
you on any trips as a guide to what to do in case of emergency.
The cost of printing and mailing the newsletter is the largest Also carry your health benefit card.

item of our district budget. Anyone who has a computer can

receive the newsletter either by email or by going onto the web- Call World Access before you go on a trip and they will give you
site. The advantages are: you get the Grapevine about a week Vvaluable information about hospitals and the kind of shots you
before snail mail, you are able to receive it even when traveling, will need before leaving Canada.

it is in full colour and Agreend. Please consider contactir
Chereen@cogecolca to receive your copy either by email or Get a recelpt from somewhere that will Verlfy that you were In
directly from the website. Ontario a few days before travelling. A Visa receipt a dated
Submitted by Chereen Osborne, Chair, Communications cash register recelpt with aggnature on it, sqmethlng with your
Committee name and date on it that will prove you were in Ontario before

your trip commenced.

Do not pay any money out to hospitals in foreign lands. Let
World Access handle it. Call World Access before you receive
treatment. If you are unable to, then have someone call on your
behalf.

Please do not copy booklet from the internet. If you need a
replacement booklet, call RTO/ERO.

Your local health rep. is a liaison between you and the provin-
cial committee. He/she is not an expert and may not know the
answers to your query. He she/ will guide you to sources, or
experts that will have the information which you seek.

Membership in the RTO/ERO health plans is not automatic, you
must enroll within 60 days of leaving a group health plan.
You must also be a member of RTO/ERO.

2008 Executive

Health Services Committee _ _
Find out the dates when coverage with your employer or your

In June, the Provincial Office provided a Seminar for District AL12dzasS0a SYLI 28SNJ gAaAfft OSI| ac¢s

Health Service Representatives. District 14 was represented by .
Fred Sullivan, Joe Santone and Anne Deane. A revised manual group plan). That way transfer from one plan to another will

was provided for all Districts. be seamless.

Changes to our Health Plan were introduced in January of this . . .
year. These changes have been presented to the membership Submitted by Fred Sullivan, Member of the Health Services
in previous Newsletters. Committee



Political Action Committee

Throughout 2008 the Political Action Committee held its regular
monthly meetings at the ETFO offices on Highway 20 and also
held three additional special meetings at the homes of commit-
tee members.

The focus of the regular meetings was the issues established
by the provincial executive as association priorities: environ-
ment, health care, infrastructure funding. Also under considera-
tion were local issues affecting members, especially the opera-
tion of the Local Health Integrated Network and the Niagara
Health System which continue to be priorities for the commit-
tee. Representative members of the committee continued to
attend the local LHIN meetings to keep abreast of the organiza-
tionds i mpact on health care

Two of the special meetings focused on the federal election.
The committee completed a survey to help establish the provin-
cial political priorities. Al
election preparations, Heather Carter, the Niagara West federal
Liberal candidate, was a gues
luncheon. The committee ran three non-partisan political ad-
vertisements in the local free newspaper circulated in all the

districtdéds communities.

Also, in regular Grapevine articles, the committee alerted mem-
bers to scams targeting seniors and informed them how to

l odge a complaint with the Go
Protection Branch and also how to contact the Canadian Union

member services team of the Teachers' Pension Plan continue
to provide working and retired teachers with prompt, reliable
pension services and information. They will answer any pen-
sion related questions for you.

The RTO/ERO Provincial and Retirement Committee met in
September. They continue to work on the following issues:

LHINs and CCACs

Appealing property assessments
When seniors should no longer drive
When a parent can no longer live alone

Reviewing senior publications

ghlrlee NEY fgt‘%%{@eg were also produced which may be of
enefit to some of our members-Joint Asset Planning, Identity

Theft and Pension Income splitting. They are available on the
RTO/ETO web site or by calling the RTO/ETO office.
» f h i
E&e%remeﬁt%hmﬁdag{/et oneothe chtancee to dpo ?hlrr?gns] Ithéret was
ever time f rl{i ripg oyr wor ing ear isaViely hq retike
Eas t% H:g v%aysléto enj(%)iy%tl\rllisl&stagé of Isl‘.fe%nd use‘:{tr\:\{e %u%tiéu e
of skills we have learned. Whether it be traveling, volunteering,

spending time with family or venturing into unknown territory
enjoy.

Submitted by: Ellen Mcintee, Chair, Pension and Retirement
Canmiteee nt of Ontari o

eeb

of Public Employees and the |
line with difficulties accessing home care.

The committee hosted an Information Session and Luncheon
for the general membership and guests at the Beacon Harbour-
side Conference Centre on October 20, 2008. The focus of the
I nformation Session was the A
arao. Juanita Gledhill, Chair
Board of Directors of the Local Health Integrated Network were
the guest speakers for the event. Gledhill updated the RTO
membership present on the history of the LHIN and the pro-
gress of both the public and expert consultations on the
Niagara Health System plans for the future. Both Gledhill and
MaclLean | istened to memberséb
guestions about the impact the plans would have on various
Niagara District communities. The Political Action Committee is
committed to holding additional information sessions for the
membership as the expert report is released and the plans un-
fold.

Submitted by: Donna Lacavera, Chair, Political Action

Committee

Pension and Retirement Committee

We are in a very enviable position belonging to the Ontario
Teacherso6 Pensi on P lpafession pénsion

plan in Canada. As we hear reports of economic turmoil and
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New Members
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Pat Ambrous Antoinette Arillota-Silveri Monika Bauer

Stan Bauer Linda Bean Janice Benvenuto
= : ok . - Ca. i Ni ad
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Patricia Bossert Joseph Brusutti Rosalie Campigotto

Richard Ciupa  Patricia Chivers Catherine Clutterbuck

George Cudney
YavReREAN: s

Audrey Curtis

RREAIPEMELS < e

Ann Czerewaty

Shele Dugeg

Wendy Dwyer Gail Fiore Kathleen George
Terry Gilmour Elizabeth Goddard Martha Goodman
Lynda Gullion Debbie Heelis Linda Howden

Geoffery Howe  Marilyn Hoxie Jacqueline Hubbert
Conrad Jesseau

Carol Kitti

Barry Hutton Jo-Anne Jacobs

Timothy Kennedy Catharine Kent
Janet Meneke

Steven Kopas Angela Kozachenko

Rainer Mispel-Beyer Arthur Moss Aubrey Ort
Ron Paulak Sarah Anne Salo Richard Scriver
Terry Smelsky Fred Tonin Linda Webb

| argest single

change in todaydés world, we
ment lifestyle. According to the 2007 Report to Members, the
net assets at the end of 2007 were continuing to grow. The
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district the benefit of your talents.
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Goodwill Committee

The Goodwill Committee sent numerous cards over the past year to our more senior members celebrating 80 years and

over birthdays, special anniversaries as well as get well cards, thinking of you cards and sympathy cards to the membership
when needed. Donations were made to 6Doctors Without Border
Wit hout Borders has been District 146s charity of choice fo

Special thanks to all the Area Repg] listed on the front of the Grapevine] for all the Goodwill work done in their areas and the
District. The Area Reps are the links between the Executive and the membership, please do not hesitate in calling them. The
Goodwill Committee has found a replacement for Elsie Seddon , St Catharines Rep. Elsie regrets leaving her position due
to health reasons. If you or someone you know can help us out , please call me[ 905-262-4685] or any member on the Execu-
tive. Two new Reps joined our ranks this fall, Kathy Main and Phyllis Dowd. They will fill vacancies in St. Catharines and the
Beamsville Area.

An Appreciation luncheon was held on December 4™ for all Executive and Committees.

We encourage all members to help us out in recognizing the joys and sorrows in the lives of our members by contacting any
one of the Area Reps or any member of the Executive.

Best wishes to all for the rest of 2008 as we prepare for 2009.

Submitted by Luba Beange, Chair, Goodwill Committee

New District 14 80+ Club Members

Back Row (left to right): Edward Reimer, Gerald Higenel, Saify Nakhooda, John Greenhow, Harris Zavitz

Front Row (right to left): Alma Barnes, Yolanda Varga Davis, Margaret Jackson, Juanita Rathbun, Joyce
Klingenger

Please be advised that the due date for submissions for the next publication of the RTO/ERO District 14 Grapevine
will be Monday, March 2, 2009. Send all materialto ~ Chereen Osborne .




